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The  Birds  of  Prince  Edward 

Island 

Everybody  is  looking-  forward  to  the  return  of 
Spring.  The  snow  will  soon  be  gone.  The  warmer 
days  will  soon  be  here.  Plant  life  will  soon  show  man¬ 
ifestations  of  growth.  And  with  these  changes  the 
birds  will  come  back.  Without  the  return  of  the  birds, 
Spring  could  hardly  be  Spring.  Nearly  everybody  is 
interested  in  the  birds  in  Spring.  This  common  inter¬ 
est  should  be  encouraged  and  directed 

Value  of  Bird  Studies  in  the  School — The  study 
of  Birds  affords  one  of  the  very  best  of  Nature  Studies , 
The  teachers  in  the  schools  will  do  well  to  use  the 
natural  interest  that  every  child  shows  concerning 
birds  and  direct  it  to  useful  educational  ends.  An  in¬ 
telligent  appreciation  of  and  interest  in  bird  life  has 
many  values.  Besides  training  in  powers  of  observa¬ 
tion  and  in  sympathy  with  one  of  nature’s  most  charm¬ 
ing  life-forms,  the  study  of  bird-life  will  secure  for  many 
a  life-long  recreation  of  the  most  healthful  and  pleasant 
sort.  With  some  knowledge  of  birds,  every  walk  in 
the  country  or  in  the  parks  will  reveal  new  interests. 
The  country  will  be  a  place  of  more  interest.  The 
country  boy  and  girl  may  even  be  envied.  There  are 
economic  values  in  our  bird  life  too.  Birds  play  an 
important  part  in  the  economy  of  agriculture.  Some 
birds  are  harmful  ;  most  of  them  are  beneficial.  All 
hawks,  for  example,  are  not  injurious  ;  some  of  them 
should  be  protected.  There  should  be  intelligent  treat¬ 
ment  of  birds.  The  schools  will  have  to  lead  the  way 
to  this.  In  this  service  our  bo>s  and  girls  will  be 
getting  a  valuable  part  of  their  education. 

P.  E.  I.  a  Splendid  Field.  — In  its  bird  life  Prince 
Edward  Island  possesses  unusual  opportunities  and 
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charms  for  the  bird  student.  The  birds  of  the  shores, 
the  rivers  and  the  salt  marshes  are  numerous  and  vari¬ 
ous.  The  woods  and  fields  abound  in  the  bird  life 
also.  Within  short  distances  abundant  water  and  land 
forms  may  be  seen.  The  Spring  and  Fall  migrations 
pass  through  the  Island.  Bird  visitors  are  not  infre¬ 
quent.  There  is  much  opportunity  for  recording  new 
observations.  The  records  are  by  no  means  complete. 
Some  of  the  young  naturalists  trained  in  the  schools 
should  be  directed  to  this  interesting  work.  And 
everyone  should  be  led  to  distinguish  our  common 
birds.  Instead  of  calling  our  dozen  or  more  species  of 
sparrows  all  “grey  birds”,  their  correct  names  should 
be  known.  There  are  five  distinct  species  of  swallows, 
nine-species  of  hawks,  more  than  ten  species  of  sand¬ 
pipers,  etc,  There  is  a  fine  field  for  training  in  exact 
knowledge  in  this  respect. 

School  Equipment  for  Bird  Study  Needed. — 

It  is  not  possible  for  any  teacher  to  do  very  good  work 
or  at  least  go  very  far  in  bird  studies  without  the  help 
of  books,  pictures  and  charts.  These  are  the  teacher’s 
working  equipment.  As  well  for  a  farmer  to  try  to 
farm  without  a  plow.  Of  course  the  preliminary  re¬ 
quisites  are  some  knowledge  of  birds  and  a  desire  to 
get  the  children  interested.  But  working  tools  are 
needed  too.  At  first  one  book  and  a  few  pictures  will 
suffice  for  the  commencement.  But  means  should  be 
taken  to  procure  several  bird  books  for  the  school 
library,  and  colored  pictures  of  birds,  either  separ¬ 
ately  or  on  charts.  Of  course  it  is  not  meant  that 
the  studies  will  be  confined  to  books  and  pictures.  This 
would  be  poor  bird  study.  The  best  part  of  the  work 
will  be  the  pupils’  independent  observations  and  records. 
The  books  and  pictures  are  to  stimulate  individual  ac¬ 
tivity.  They  are  merely  tools.  The  stud}  of  them  is 
a  means  not  an  end.  The  trustees  should,  by  right  of 
their  trusteeship  of  the  children’s  education,  secure 
these  things  for  the  school.  It  is  their  business  and 
duty  to  do  this.  But  if  they  will  not,  the  teacher  may 
get  the  children  to  co-operate  in  raising  the  money 
needed  through  their  gardening  work,  a  concert  or  a 
school  fair.  Such  unselfish  training  provides  good 
training  for  the  “  co-operative  spirit  ”  which  makes  for 
good  citizenship. 

Books  Recommended. —  For  the  first  book. 
Reed’s  Bird  Guide ,  Part  2 ,  Land  Birds  East  of  the 
Rockies  is  recommended.  It  has  good  colored  pictures 
of  all  our  land  birds  except  the  hawks  and  owls  (these 
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are  included  in  Part  i,  Water  Birds).  It  can  be  pur¬ 
chased  at  the  Government  Book  Supply  for  65  cents 
(postage  5  cents).  This  little  book  is  convenient  to 
carry  in  the  pocket  when  on  tramps.  If  a  copy  of 
Francis  Bain’s  Birds  of  Prince  Edwvid  Island  can  be 
discovered  it  will  be  found  useful  and  interesting.  The 
standard  bird  book  for  a  reference  is  Chapman’s  Hand¬ 
book  of  Birds  of  Eastern  North  America ,  Price  $3.65. 
Reed’s  Color  Key  to  North  American  Birds ,  price  $2.50, 
is  also  a  good  reference  book.  Besides  these  there  are 
innumerable  story  and  other  books,  such  as  Bailey’s 
Birds  through  an  Opera  Glass ,  75  cts.,  Wiggin’s  The 
Birds'  Christmas  Carol,  price  50  cts.,  Miller  First  Book 
of  Birds  and  Bird  Ways,  60  cts.  each,  Burroughs’  Bird 
Stories,  60  cts.,  Blanchan’s  Bird  Neighbors,  $2.00,  Cor¬ 
nish’s  Nature  Study  Lessons:  Bird  Studies,  $1. 00,  Mc- 
Clement’s  The  New  Canadian  Bird  Book  for  School  and 
Home  $2.50,  Chamberlain’s  Canadian  Birds  30  cts. 

For  field  work  for  the  teacher’s  own  use  a  pair  of 
field  glasses  or  opera  glasses  will  be  found  very  useful. 
And  if  one  intends  to  make  extensive  studies  of  birds, 
glasses  are  indispensable.  The  prices  of  these  range 
from  $5.00  up. 

The  Audubon  Society. — Teachers  will  do  well  to 
take  advantage  of  the  splendid  help  offered  by  the 
National  Association  of  Audubon  Societies,  1974  Broad¬ 
way,  New  York.  This  organization  is  international  in 
its  services  ;  it  offers  the  same  privileges  to  Canadian 
schools  as  to  schools  in  the  United  States.  If  ten 
pupils  paying  a  fee  of  10  cents  each  year,  can  be  organ¬ 
ized  in  a  school,  they  may  be  formed  into  a  Junior 
Audubon  Class  under  the  Association.  For  the  $1.00 
remitted  to  headquarters  each  pupil  will  receive  an 
Audubon  Button  and  a  set  of  ten  colored  pictures,  with 
descriptive  leaflets,  together  with  ten  outline  drawings 
of  birds  for  pupils  to  fill  in  with  colors.  In  addition 
the  school  will  receive  the  association  bi-monthly  mag¬ 
azine  Bird  Lore  for  a  year.  For  each  additional  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  class,  10  cents  should  be  remitted.  It  is 
needless  to  say  that  this  does  not  cover  the  cost  of  the 
material  furnished.  The  association  has  endowments 
which  have  enabled  it,  in  the  past  few  years  to  carry  on 
a  splendid  educational  work  on  behalf  of  bird  life. 
Their  work  with  the  schools  is  truly  constructive.  Be¬ 
sides  this  help  to  the  schools,  the  Association  sells  bird 
study  supplies  such  as  colored  pictures,  books,  lantern 
slides,  field  glasses  and  charts.  The  three  Audubon 
Bird  Charts  sold  at  $1.50  each  are  deserving  of  a  place 
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in  every  school.  Each  chart  has  twenty  common  birds, 
represented  life  size  in  natural  colors. 

In  towns  and  villag-es  if  not  in  country  places,  itr 
may  be  possible  to  organize  Bird  Clubs  and  through 
them  to  arrange  for  bird  tramps  and  illustrated  lectures. 
The  Rural  Science  Department  of  Prince  of  Wales  Col¬ 
lege  will  give  its  help  in  loaning  colored  lantern  slides- 
to  responsible  parties. 

Bird  Records  in  Schools. — It  is  a  common  prac¬ 
tice  in  schools  to  keep  a  record  of  bird  arrivals  on  the 
blackboard.  This  plan  is  a  good  one  to  awaken  class 
interest  and,  if  the  first  observers’  names  are  put  down 
opposite  the  name  of  the  bird,  may  arouse  wholesome 
rivalry  too.  Instead  of  using  the  blackboard  it  is  sug¬ 
gested  that  the  records  be  made  with  a  heavy  black 
marking  pencil  on  a  large  sheet  of  strong  manilla  paper. 
By  this  means  the  records  may  be  kept  permanently, 
and  comparisons  made  year  by  year.  If  records  of  last 
appearances  are  made  also  the  work  will  be  more  val¬ 
uable  for  it.  If  only  the  pupils  initials  are  inserted  or 
the  names  written  small,  a  ruling  could  be  used  for  sev¬ 
eral  years  after  such  a  plan  as  this  : — 


Bird  Observations  at  . School. 

Dates  of  First  Arrivals  and  Last  Appearances. 


Name  of  Bird 

1916 

I9I7 

1918 

i9‘9 

1920 

Robin . 

4/15  10/26 

Pupils  should  keep  a  copy  of  these  records  in  their 
Nature  Study  note  books.  They  should  be  encouraged 
too  to  make  lists  of  the  birds  which  they  observe  on 
their  “  bird  tramps,”  taken  with  the  teacher  or  indep¬ 
endently. — If  pupils  are  encouraged  to  keep  all  their 
records  of  bird  studies  in  a  separate  note  book  or  in  a 
special  part  of  their  note  book,  the  educational  value  of 
the  work  will  be  enchanced.  Here  they  could  insert 
Audubon  bird  pictures  and  leaflets,  cuttings  from  the 
Natural  History  Section  of  the  Montreal  Family  Herald 
Weekly  Star  or  other  papers,  their  compositions  on 
birds  etc. 

Inaccuracies  of  Children’s  Observations.  — 

Teachers  will  doubtless  often  be  confused  and  misled 
by  the  reports  made  by  pupils.  They  will  report  see¬ 
ing  birds  that  one  may  know  can  not  possibly  have 
been  seen,  and  they  will  offer  descriptions  of  birds  that 
“never  were  on  sea  or  land.”  The  cure  for  this  lies 
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un  having  the  children  to  look  very  carefully  and  to 
write  down  the  description  of  the  bird  at  the  time  of  the 
observation.  A  systematic  scheme  is  required.  This 
is  suggested:  ist,  note  the  size  of  the  bird,  comparing 
it  (a)  with  the  common  House  Sparrow,  (6  inches)  or 
i(b)  with  the  Robin  (i©  inches)  ;  2nd,  note  the  general 
appearance  of  the  birds  as  to  color,  posture  etc  ;  3rd, 
note  the  size,  shape,  color  of  the  bill  ;  4th,  note  any 
conspicious  color  markings  of  head,  neck,  back,  rump 
tail,  breast  or  under  parts  ;  4th,  note  the  habits  of  the 
bird,  how  it  feeds,  its  song,  its  flight  ;  5th,  compare  the 
description  with  a  colored  picture  or  a  description  given 
in  a  bird  book. 

Bird  Study  not  Elementary  Agriculture.  — 

Teachers  should  note  that  this  work  is  Nature  Study 
is  not  Elementary  Agriculture .  This  instruction  is 
not  a  part  of  that  for  which  special  grants  are  paid 
though  in  some  respects  none  the  less  important. 
There  might  very  well  be  a  few  agricultural  lessons  on 
birds  to  discuss  the  value  of  wild  bird  life  to  agriculture 
and  ways  and  means  of  protecting  bird  life,  but  most  of 
the  bird  studies  will  be  what  may  be  considered  strictly 
Nature  Study. 

The  List  Compiled  as  a  Guide.  —This  list  of 
Island  Birds  has  been  compiled  from  the  following  : — 

(1)  A  Catalogue  of  Birds  of  Prince  Edward  Island 
by  John  MacSwain  has  been  followed  closely.  It  was 
printed  in  the  Proceedings  and  Transactions  of  the  Nova 
Scotian  Institute  of  Science  :  Vok  XI,  Part  4.  pp.  570- 
592.  The  list  was  revised  in  1907.  In  an  introduction 
to  his  Catalogue  Mr.  MacSwain  refers  to  a  list  of  forty 
six  birds  included  in  a  magazine  articles  by  C.  Birch, 
Bagster  in  1861,  entitled  Progress  and  Prospects  of 
Prince  Edward  Island.  References  is  made  also  to  a 
chapter  on  Birds  in  Rev.  D.  Sutherland’s,  A  Manual 
of  the  Geographv  and  Natural  and  Civil  History  of  Prince 
Edward  Island  printed  in  1861  as  well  as  to  articles 
which  appeared  in  newspapers  and  The  Prince  Edward 
Island  Magazine ;  (2)  Francis  Bain’s  Birds  of  Prince 
Edward  Island,  published  by  Haszard  and  Moore, 
Charlottetown  1891  ;  (3)  Macoun  s  Catalogue  of  Can¬ 
adian  Birds  published  by  the  Geological  Survey  Branch 
of  the  Canadian  Department  of  Mines  1909  ;  (4)  Dwight's 
Summer  Birds  of  Prince  Edward  Izland,  an  account  of 
the  author’s  survey  of  the  Island  bird  life  made  between 
June  23rd  and  July  9th  1892,  and  published  in  “The 
Auk”  January  1893  So  far  as  known  these  comprise 
all  the  reliable  records  that  have  been  published.  The 
list  is  merely  a  compilation.  No  claim  of  independent 
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or  original  investigation  is  made.  The  aim  has  been 
to  make  a  list  which  might  serve  as  a  working  basis 
for  the  young  bird  students  who,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  will 
be  found  in  our  schools  through  the  teaching  of  Nature 
Study.  To  know  what  others  have  found  and  studied 
in  the  years  gone  by  should  stimulate  and  direct  the 
intelligent  observations  of  bird  students  of  this  gener¬ 
ation.  As  the  records  are  more  or  less  incomplete, 
birds  reported  as  occuring  about  the  Gulf  in  New  Brun¬ 
swick,  Nova  Scotia  and  Newfouudland  have  been  in¬ 
cluded  with  a  question  mark.  In  the  preparation  of 
the  list  the  valuable  help  of  Mr.  G.  McLaren,  a  student 
at  Prince  of  Wales  College  is  acknowledged. 

As  the  lists  from  which  the  compilation  has  been 
made  are  not  very  recent,  and  conditions  on  the  Island 
and  adjacent  land  areas  have  undergone  recent  changes 
in  the  clearing  of  forests  and  the  readjustment  of  agri¬ 
culture,  it  is  not  improbable  that  unlisted  birds  may  be 
visitors  with  us  now,  and  that  birds  formerly  known, 
are  known  no  longer.  New  discoveries  should  be  re¬ 
ported,  or  suggestions  for  revision  of  the  lists  should 
be  made  to  the  Rural  Science  Department ,  Prince  of 
Wales  College.  The  schools  of  the  Island  might  in  this 
way  co-operate  in  useful  educational  work. 

Arrangements  may  be  made  for  printing  the  list  as 
a  School  Circular.  In  such  cases  teachers  will  be  able 
to  secure  copies  for  their  pupils  who  should  insert  them 
in  their  Rural  Science  note  books  and  make  use  of  them 
as  a  Check  List.  Further  announcements  will  be  made 
of  this  matter. 

Explanation  of  Numbers  and  Letters. — The 

number  given  for  each  bird  is  that  official  number  fixed 
by  the  American  Ornithological  Union ;  this  number 
makes  it  very  convenient  to  look  up  references  in  bird 
books.  In  describing  the  length  of  residence  of  each 
bird,  R  means  that  the  bird  remains  throughout  the  year; 
V.  that  occasional  brief  visits  are  known  ;  S.R.  that  the 
bird  is  a  summer  resident,  i.e.  comes  from  the  south  in 
the  spring,  nests  and  rears  a  brood  and  departs  in  the 
fall  ;  W. R.  that  the  bird  is  a  winter  resident ,  i.e.  comes 
from  the  north  and  remains  throughout  or  for  a 
portion  of  the  winter;  M.  that  the  bird  passes  through 
migrating  north  in  the  spring  and  again  usually, south  in- 
the  fall.  Where  no  exact  record  of  the  bird’s  appearance 
in  the  Island  has  been  found, but  it  is  reported  as  observe 
ed  about  the  Gulf  and  in  Nova  Scotia,  New  Brunswick 
and  Newfoundland,  the  name  has  been  inserted  in  the 
list.  The  sizes  are  given  in  inches  ;  in  some  cases 
such  as  the  hawks,  the  females  are  longer  than  the 
males  but  the  lengths  given  are  for  the  males. 
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